FEDERAL SECRETARY’S NOTES 


1983 Constitution 


The good news is that the 
Queensland, N.S.W. and South Au- 
stralian branches have all unani- 
mously adopted the 1983 Constitu- 
tion as approved by Federal Coun- 
cil. | am informed that the Victoria 
branch anticipates approving the 
Constitution at an Extraordinary 
General Meeting to be held im- 
mediately prior to its normal month- 
ly meeting in October. At the time of 
writing, the Club’s legal officer is in 
correspondence with the Western 
Australia branch in relation to a 
couple of points raised by that 
branch, of a sectional nature. It Is 
hoped that these matters will be 
clarified to the satisfaction of the 
Western Australia branch to enable 
its members to also adopt the new 
Constitution. 

Pursuant to Clause 29 of the 
currrent 1976 Constitution, such 
Constitution and any branch rules 
made pursuant thereto, will auto- 
matically be rescinded and the 1983 
Constitution come into force and 
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effect when the last branch formally 
approves the new Constitution. Un- 
til this takes place, the estblishment 
of the proposed A.C.T. branch can- 
not be effected. 


Federal Register 

| am informed the N.S.W. branch 
now has the majority of its members 
and their cars on computer record. 
To date, however, | have not re- 
ceived up to date lists from the other 
state branches. 


State Office Bearers 

Members will note the latest office 
bearers, as advised by branches on 
the back page of Praeclarum. Would 
Branch Secretaries please notify me 
of any errors or omissions and con- 
firm accuracy of telephone numbers 
listed thereon. 


Market Place 


From comments made to me the 
Market Place which appeared in the 
August Praeclarum was very well 
received. However, notwithstanding 
these laudatory comments members 
will note that the current Market 
Place is considerably diminished in 
content. Again | ask for members’ 


support for this concept, both for 
cars and parts for sale and wanted 
by members themselves, and also by 
those persons who may not be 
members of the Club. Not only does 
such advertising help Club coffers, 
but is also of a benefit to members 
generally. If you know of anyone 
with a Rolls-Royce or Bentley car for 
sale, or parts for sale or required 
please encourage such person to 
advertise in Praeclarum. 

It is encouraging to hear from the 
various branches that events seem to 
be well patronised and all states 
indicate new memberhsip applica- 
tions continue to be received. The 
proposed A.C.T. branch is well 
under way with 31 prospective 
members and 24 eligible vehicles 
ranging from 1910 Silver Ghost to 
Silver Shadow. As soon as the new 
constitution comes into effect the 
A.C.T. branch will automatically be 
formed, approval having already 
been granted by the Federal 
Council. 


Happy Motoring! 
Keith Wherry 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA THE EASY 
WAY? 
by Jeremy Green 


My experiences in railing the 
Bentley to and from Port Pirie may 
be of interest to any member con- 
templating the use of the rail system 
to transport his pride and joy! 

It took several days of hard slog to 
remove the sulphur, grime and steel 
particles that were imbedded in the 
paintwork! Prior to the return jour- 
ney we smeared heavy grease over 
the entire paintwork. With the help 
of a degreasing agent back in Perth 
the deposit was removed quite easi- 
ly. This tip may be worth re- 
membering. 

Whilst on the subject of trains | 
was quoted $175.00 freight to Ade- 
laide or $180.00 to Port Pirie if the 
vehicle was accompanied. Terry & 
Elwi Smith arranged the latter for me 
whilst we drove across the Nullabor 


COVER: Traditional Elegance. Gil- 
bert Ralph’s 1936 20/25HP (GTK 
20) with Mulliner body at the entr- 
ance to St. George’s College, Uni- 
versity of Western Australia (Picture 
by lan Maxted). 


to meet them and the Bentley at Port 
Pirie 

The rail people offered to freight 
the car back to Perth for $970.00 
but, if we travelled with it, we could 
both travel first class and take our 
second car for a total of $909.00! 
Under these circumstances we let 
“the train take the strain’ to coin a 
British Rail jingle. 

Being Irish | can’t resist telling 
another little story about the trip. As 
is usual for us we did not leave 
ourselves an excess of time to get 
from Adelaide to Port Pirie. For 
patriotic reasons we stopped to take 
photographs of a little village named 
“Dublin”. We think the petrol we 
obtained was adulterated, as our 
Range Rover expired a few miles on 
and refused to be revived for more 
than a few hundred yards at a time. 
As time was of the essence there was 
nothing but to hitch a rope to both 
cars and have the 43 year Bentley 
tow the Range Rover at 60 to 70 
mph to enable us to catch the train. | 
think we turned many heads as we 
overtook everything in sight. There 
was no overheating of the engine, 
but whether that could be said of the 
drivers is doubtful! 


Jeremy Green 


Jeremy Green taking his Bentley 4'/ 
litre off the train at Port Pirie. 


APOLOGY 


Our apologies to South Australian 
member Brian Macmahon who was 
referred to as Gordon Dysart (RROC 
USA) under a photograph in the last 
issue. 


It all started at an Auction at which 
Susie and I, for some unknown reas- 
on purchased 2 C.A.V. Bell head 
lamps. It was with this sound reason- 
ing!!#, that our discussion first 
started with Jim Redman who later 
joined us. 

What were we going to do with 
two C.A.V. Bell head lights!? We 
reasoned with Jim it would probably 
be a good idea to buy a car on which 
to mount them. It then came to light 
that Jim infact had a Ghost which he 
was prepared to sell, so it turned out 
to be a very expensive day at 
Auction, (don’t they all)? 

A quick trip to John Vausers work- 
shop where the car was stored, and 
we were committed OBJECT TO 
ATTEND THE FEDERAL RALLY 
JUNE 1983 with the car completed, 
STARTING DATE 18th NOVEMBER 
1982. 


70S.G. was at this stage a rolling 
chassis with engine dismantled, the 
first job was to transport her home. 

My son John came down with his 
Toyota truck and a hired trailer, she 
was duly loaded with %4 of the rear 
wheels hanging over the back of the 
trailer, John kindly loaned us a 
couple of old axles, which were 
knocked into the trailer ramp sup- 
ports to ensure that 70S.G. would not 
leave us at the first provacation. 

After a rather nervous trip, we 
arrived at ‘‘Mort Bay House’, now 
the fun begins, as our home is down 
on the waterfront with, at this stage 
no driveway access, after sizing up 
the problem we threw caution to the 
wind, and decided to lower 70S.G. 
down the embankment on a stout 
rope connected to the back of the 
Toyota, as the front wheels disap- 
peared over the hill our youngest son 
Jamie overcome by the whole situ- 
ation vanished at flight speed up the 
road. But despite the misgivings the 
whole operation went off without a 
hitch. 


Now while Susie and | covered all 
the necessary outlets with plastic 
bags, John whizzed off to our local 
Hire Shop to pick up asteam cleaner. 


Two days later the steam cleaning 
was finished, as the steam cleared, 
we went in to survey our hard work, 
the results were fairly mixed all the 
loose dirt had gone but at some stage 
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RESTORATION OF 1922 
SILVER GHOST 70S.G. 


by John Carter 


the car had been proof-coated and 
this was to prove very difficult indeed 
to remove, the balance would ob- 
viously have to be scraped off by 
hand!!! 

Another three days, two gallons of 
Owen-O and masses of water later, 
things were starting to look better. 
The chassis was then moved into the 
workshop area (not yet constructed). 
We then proceeded to remove radi- 
ator, front end, diff, springs, firewall 
etc., until we were down to the base 
chassis. The chassis was then sand 
blasted with a small home basting 
gun, Our youngest son Jamie spent 
hours with the sand blaster and did a 
first class job. During the next couple 
of weeks we would also sand blast 
the diff and front end. 

Now with the chassis ready for a 
coat of etch primer Berger 2 part 
Epoxy was used followed by 3 coats 
of Berger Black enamel (don’t forget 
much better results if you use a 


HARDENER in the enamel). Spray 
gun pressure used 50-60 lbs. 

With the chassis now painted and 
sitting on the stands “right way up”, 
the firewall was re-installed (some 5 
hours were spent with a polishing 
buff and compound getting a nice 
shine on it first, 400 wet and dry 
paper was used to remove a number 
of words that had been scratched into 
it, always a nice feeling when you 
start to re-assemble. 

Springs are the next job, after 
taking them completely to pieces | 
used a small angle grinder to remove 
the indentations caused over the 
years by lack of lubrication, a very 
long and tedious job. Springs were 
then re-assembled using oil and a 
new centrebolt fitted. | also bound all 
springs with crepe bandage (I think it 
helps to retain the oil and keep out 
road dirt). 

New spring bushes were turned up 
for me, by Lynx Engineering, new 
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shackel pins were modified from pins 
bought at the club auction. 

Front springs seem to suffer much 
more from wear maybe because they 
are lower to the road and therefore 
more susceptible to road water and 
dirt. 

Now with the old girl sitting on the 
stands firewall, steering box and 
springs fitted, things are really start- 
ing to take shape. 

Next item to dis-assemble, the 
front end, steering arm joints, Pitman 
arm etc., wash them up and inspect 
for wear and damage. As on my 
20HP 76A5 all these joints were in 
good condition, needing only oiling 
and re-assembling. King pin as- 
sembly was quite reasonable. Wheel 
bearings proved to be quite a 
problem, as at some stage the grease 
retaining caps had been over- 
tightened and the small rivets hold- 
ing the hub assembly on had sheered 
off, sounds simple but it took me 
three days to work out what was 
wrong, as the pins had broken off 
INSIDE and look perfectly OK from 
the outside. The only solution was to 
redrill the old rivets and install new 
ones. However, the pins are made of 
hardened steel, and a dozen drills 
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later, progress was very slow. One 
good thing that did arise is, | learnt 
how to sharpened a drill bit! 


With all holes now cleaned out we 
replaced the Y%” pins with %4” pins 
grease caps were then removed, 
(sigh) to expose 4 almost new wheel 
bearings, | have always made a point 
of replacing all bearings, regardless 
of condition, but in this case it was 
quite obvious that the last three days 
toil had been unecessary. Not being 
taken to blaspheeming normally, but 
I’m sure, the dear old ladies that are 
our neighbours had their vocabulary 
increased tenfold this day!! The of- 
fending axle bearings were greased 
and installed on the axle. 


The front-end was then installed 
on the chassis. 


The gear box and diff had been 
spotlessley cleaned by Boy (Alias 
Andrew) and Jamie ready for instal- 
lation. 

A call to Alex Brown who arrived 
over and delved into the Internals, 
the gear box and diff proved to be in 
excellent condition. It always 
amazes me that after this length of 
time all gears show minimal wear 
and no chipping, after being checked 


the diff and gear box were etched 
primed and painted. 

After the boys had cleaned the diff 
we were able to see quite clearly the 
diff ration stamped on the outside 
15.52, not exactly a London Edin- 
burgh but not as bad as we had 
expected, because the chassis cards, 
kindly provided by Jim Redman 
showed 14.52 but on reading 
through later, it was found that Rolls- 
Royce had changed the diff prior to 
delivery to 15.52 in June 1922. 

Rear brake covers were removed 
and polished. 

On inspection all brake linings 
were found to be in good condition, 
rear brake covers were then re- 
installed. 

The diff was then bolted back into 
the car. 

The front tail shaft hemiphere was 
totally R/S. Jim had provided us with 
anew one but only half of it would fit, 
so Lynx came to the rescue, making 
the other two cups and inserts. Alex 
came over and installed both hemi- 
phere and gear box, making quite 
sure that the correc spacers went into 
their original positions. 

Next step is the petrol tank and 
radiator were sent out to Ron All 
Districts Radiators, Victoria Rd., to 
be cleaned and checked, we were 
very pleased with the results as the 
tank came back gleaming clean. The 
radiator report was not so good but 
we decided to take the chance (you 
know the old saying, save pennies 
lose pounds) or words to that effect). 

At this point we decided to put a 
roof over our heads, so with our 
eldest son John’s help, in 10 days we 
completed a 30’ x 20’ garage and 
workshop area (# enter gremlins in 
the back which it seems are to disrupt 
the best laid plans). 

Through all this Susie has been 
marvellous, scraping, cleaning and 
abusing when things were not up to 
scratch, she’s a marvellous mate! 

It was at this point that the car was 
to have gone to Peter Jones to have 
the body made. But things being 
what they were, No Pennies, we 
decided to make it a ‘CARTER 
BODY”. 


First to settle on a body style, we 
chose a ROADSTER built by The 
Grosvenors Carriage Co. Ltd., Lon-- 
don and first fitted to a 1918 Ghost, a 
slightly later body | believe was fitted 
to a car brought to Australia by Mr 
Angas, Page 141 James Flood Book 
No. Ill. 

Now with the first clue, about 
Body Construction, we decided to 


make a mock up in plywood and 
masking tape. Luckily my son John, 
Susie and family had decided as a 
Birthday present to give me a band 
saw which was going to be very 
handy. 

By that evening the die was cast so 
to speak at this stage, | think a picture 
is worth a thousand words. 


Jarrah was selected for main bear- 
ers, Clinker Ply was used for main 
bulk heads and strips. 

This decision was arrived at after 
lengthy discussions with the Import- 
ers as we first thought that marine ply 
would be best, it seems that marine 
ply is only necessary if we were going 
to fit a spinnaker!! 

All jokes aside, Clinker Ply is used 
extensively on upper decks and is 
quite suitable, and the cost factor is 
almost halfed. 

So the poor old Mazda was loaded 
up with 4 sheets of 34” and 4 sheets of 
¥%” clinker ply and 3’ x 10’ lengths of 
Jarrah. 

The first mock up looked very 
smart but the posterior needed more 
work, after several attempts the final 
solution came after following Susie 
up one of the many flights of stairs in 
our home!! 

During all this time, | had 
been harrassing Peter and Norma 
McGrath, who turned out to be a 
wealth of information. 

Peter at this time was doing his 
pilots training at Bankstown Airport, 
and as | had done my Pilot’s licence 
at Camden some years earlier, we 
had heaps to talk about. Norma, | 
think is going through the usual with- 
drawal symptoms of a Pilot’s widow, 
all chat being Flaps, Rudder, 
ailerons, stall speeds etc. 

Now that we had the basic design, 
| decided to put in all the main door 
pillars and boot strengtheners, but 
not cut them out until all laminating 
was completed. This proved to work 
very well. Several laminations of 
mahogany were applied as can be 
seen from the photos. 


Each one was covered with 2 parts 
epoxy glue and stapled into position. 


Once the main body was com- 
pleted, | proceeded with a belt 
sander to clean up the contours and 
edges. We then decided to put on 
one more layer of laminate over the 
whole body e.g. each layer was put 
on in a different direction this layer 
was then sanded with very pleasing 
results. 


During this stage, the corners were 
made by glueing several layers of ply 


together and then jig-sawing out the 
compound curve. 

The front vent was made using the 
same method. Now, to saw out the 
front door and boot lid using a hand 
jig-saw. This was accomplished in a 
few minutes. 

The edges were then belt sanded 
then fine hand sanded, the result is 
one a nicely fitting door and boot lid. 

Next job was to lift the whole body 
off the chassis so that the bottom 
could be tidied and excess glue re- 
moved. The body was then turned 
upside down on the garage floor so 
that we could tidy all areas not visible 
from the top, inside was then var- 
nished. As a matter of intrest Susie 
and | lifted the body of the chassis by 
ourselves, ‘‘very light’ and strong. 
Body was then returned to the chassis 
(right way up). 

Holes were then cut in the dash- 
board. This arrangement was arrived 
at by a simple process of ‘might is 
right’ after several #domestics#. 

Do hope you like Susie’s layouts!!! 

A careful examination was then 
made of the stress points, door pillar, 
windscreen pillar mount, bulkhead 
etc. 


We decided to add additional 
support to the windscreen pillar area. 

Next job a seat was made using 34” 
ply, we also decided to use a modern 
set of runners as we found that on 
long trips it can become quite un- 
comfortable if seating can not be 
adjusted, 9” fore and aft movement 
was allowed. 

After a lot of deliberation a body 
covering was decided, our choices 
had been timber, aluminium, paint- 
ed fabric, or leather, we decided to 
go for something a little different 
“Leather’’. 

Colour: — choice was unanimous 
black. 

Enter Gail and Harvey Deering, 
who came to deliver the Ghost 
gaiters ordered earlier, and while 
here VOLUNTEERED to help cover 
the body, first job was to select the 
most suitable hide, once this was 
done it was laid over half the body, so 
as to minimise joints. It was quite 
obvious that the compound curves 
were going to be quite a problem. 


That afternoon was a great success 
with one quarter panel being cover- 
ed and the main side being stapled 
into position, after several cups of 


coffee, Gail and Harvey departed 
with a firm arrangement to come 
back next weekend for a replay. 

Monday morning | took our newly 
arrived Queensland visitor Waverley 
Cameron up to survey the scene, 
after half an hour of “urging” off 
came the good threads and ‘‘so to 
speak’ the hide was about to fly. 

By lunchtime the other rear quarter 
and side were completed and a quick 
sandwich and back to work ‘‘never 
let willing hands go idle is my 
motto’. Waverley turned out to be a 
great asset not quite so sure about 
those Queensland jokes though, he 
pulled and stretched like a veteran 
having first informed me that he had 
no experience in fitting a cows hide 
over a car! | told him that in ex- 
perience he was only 30 minutes 
behind me! 

I’m sure after his few days stay with 
us he went back to Queensland and 
looked at automobile’s with totally 
new eyes. As duly arranged Gail and 
Harvey arrived and did not seem the 
slightest bit surprised at what had 
transpired. But now came the tedious 
job of covering the accelerator bulge 
and finish off around the door and 
boot lid etc. Gail made up some very 
smart piping which was used to great 
advantage around these areas. 

Next item was to make up timber 
surrounds for boot door and seating 
area. This was done by cutting 44” ply 
into shape and putting it into boiling 
water then screwing it into place. 
Susie then fine sanded and gave it 
numerous coats of lacquer. 


A hand formed copper insert with 
drainage channel was then fabri- 
cated by yours truly to fit boot and 
vent openings (quite a job), these 
were put into position with brass 
screws, 

Now we decided to add a number 
of brass strips to the rear, for pro- 
tection also provides excellent 
coverage for joints. 

Bob Friezer called in and we spent 
an enjoyable afternoon making and 
locating the timber bracket to hold 
pressure pump and_ gauge final 
position — just rear of the brake and 
gear change leavers. 

While. Bob and | were busy, Bobs 
daughter Emma and Jamie went for a 
dip in our pool. 

During the last few weeks in my 
spare time!! | had been making up 
running board brackets, | also made 
headlight yokes and spotlight sup- 
port bar. 

Windscreen posts (picked up at the 
Bendigo swap meet) were modified 
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to suit, keeping as close as possible to 
the original photo’s. These were then 
bolted in position. 

Guards were next on the agenda 
after a few phone calls, it was quite 
clear that a very substantial amount 
of money was going to be needed, if 
aluminium guards were to be fash- 
ioned. As finances were still rather 
depleted to say the least (we had a 
problem)! Susie then came up with a 
great idea — ‘‘make them yourself’. 
So after poring over a number of 
Rolls-Royce books we came up with 
a solution. The Upper Crust Page 66 
which showed a picture of a 1911 L 
to E Ghost with timber guards. Off to 
the timber importers again one sheet 
¥%q" marine ply and the task was in 
hand. After arriving at what seemed 
to be a compromise on Susie and my 
idea’s on width, we then drew front 
radius curve freehand, this was then 
duplicated. 

Two sections of Jarrah were used 
for Running Boards. | still had to 
make mudguard brackets. These 
were fashioned in the vice, using a 
lump of 1%” gall pipe to provide 
leverage. Once completed they were 
bolted onto the chassis and the rough 
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guards were clamped on to see how 
they looked, the effect was pleasing, 
so off they came and run over with 
the belt sander and they were ready 
to bolt into position. We allowed 
them to sit for a few days to see 
whether they would remain in shape, 
there seems to be some variation if 
there is a large change in humidity, 
but they always seem to return to the 
basic shape. 

It could be said of this particular 
body “while | live | grow’. 

Over the next few weeks | was to 
be at Thredbo helping out an old 
friend. So while | was away Susie 
pressed on sanding and varnishing 
the guards. When | arrived home 
they were looking super. 

Our next job was to make up some 
inside panels for the upholstery to be 
attached to. Another small domes- 
tic!!## Over neatness — it seems to 
me, | always end up with egg on my 
face. So taking the bull by the horns 
so to speak we both proceeded to 
instal the interior trim and a good job 
“| made of it too’! 

The petrol tank came next, etch 
primed a half dozen coats of black. It 
was then fitted into position. 


“Boy’’ came home from boarding 
school and was VOLUNTEERED to 
do the wiring. He was handed the 
Ghost manual and a few words of 


encouragement. 

Heather and Allen of Vintage 
Wiring Harness had provided all the 
necessary cable terminals etc., they 
are always willing to assist. 

Over the next 2 weeks, boy totally 
wired the old girl, which | feel was a 
great credit to him. Only one prob- 
lem arose, the generator had been 
converted to a 2 wire system so | 
called John Miller and he kindly 
came over and worked out an altern- 
ative wiring system for us. 

Onward — as June is fast ap- 
proaching and a back problem 
getting progressively worse. 

Next job was to re-position the 
crankcase in the chassis which was 
done with no great problem. 

Blocks, valves, new pistons and 
rings which were provided by Jim 
when we first purchased the car, 
were all sent up to my old friend, Ivan 
at Lynx Engineering. lvan rumaged 
through all the bits — the verdict was 
that all the valves and valve seats 
would have to be balanced and 
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blocks shaved. Three days later all 
the parts were ready. So a call to 
Alex, that we were ready to start 
assembly. 

While we were waiting, | modified 
some old spark plugs by welding 
sections of rod through the centre to 
prevent the piston from coming up 
too far, and lodging a ring over the 
top of the bore which is disastrous. 

| also made two of them to swivel 
so that they could be used to lower 
the blocks into position. 

A large sheet of gasket paper was 
then acquired and we set about 
making gaskets. 

Once Alex had blued in the bear- 
ings and pulled them up. The rest was 
left to me, to go on building up the 
motor. 

Next job was to drop on the 
blocks, which Alex had prepared and 
pull them down (building up a motor 
which | might add) | did not pull 
down was quite a jig saw puzzle. 
Each time a major problem was 
encountered, poor old Peter 
McGrath was dragged out of his 
favourite arm chair to answer the 
phone! 

Progress was good and within a 


few days the old girl was ready to 
start. Alex came over and the great 
moment had arrived. After several 
minutes turning the engine over we 
were rewarded with silence!! 

Until Jamie who had been rather 
quiet the first few minutes said ‘you 
know that the petrol is not turned 
on’’!# What a magical difference it 
makes too! The first turn, -she burst 
into life, a quick dash round to check 
oil pressure 20Ib showing and the 
engine settled down to a nice canter. 

The only problems that were con- 
spicuous, were amp meter not regis- 
tering any charge, and there were a 
few drips of oil from the main oil pipe 
(which proved to be quite a problem, 
| will go into that later). 

Next job was to remake the bonnet 
as at some stage it had been widened 
about 8” at the rear and 4” at the front, 
it was also shortened about 11%”. 
After a days work, we had roughly 
fashioned it to fit. It seemed at this 
time a good idea to try and register 
the car as we would need to do some 
road testing before we left on the 
rally. We acquired the necessary 
papers to take the old girl across the 
weigh bridge at Pyrmont. So in true 
Carter fashio off we went into heavy 
city traffic, during the first hundred 
yards it was quite obvious that some- 
thing was hitting under the rear of the 
car. But as we were running late, we 
decided to press on, arriving at the 
weigh bridge just before closing, put 
the old girl over — result 1 ton 8 cwt. 


Before starting back we found the 
cause of the banging, a stream of 
petrol was running from a split in the 
petrol tank, caused by the diff just 
catching the leading edge of it. We 
plugged the hole with putty, and in 
full peak hour traffic set off home (a 
very enlightening experience) on the 
way, another problem raised _ its 
head, a strange noise coming from 
the front drive shaft area. 

Finally arriving home the old girl 
safely tucked away in the workshop 
away from those nasty flashy com- 
mutor things. 

Back to work — the radiator had 
started to weep again (me too) so 
another job. 

The petrol tank problem had to be 
solved but why did it hit the diff? On 
closer examination it appears there 
are 2 sets of holes about one inch 
apart, naturally we had picked the 
wrong pair, with the front bracket 
moved back the extra 1” problem 
solved. 

The tank was returned to Ron to be 
de-bugged and soldered. Back the 


next day, it was undercoated, paint- 
ed and re-installed. 

We had decided before registra- 
tion to fix the small oil leak on the 
main oil line. 

It was removed and slight damage 
was found on the seating surface this 
was Cleaned up with 1200 wet and 
dry, now to refit, all went well, until 
we tightened up the last nuts. 
“Would you believe the back broke 
out of the brass nut’. 

This was to prove trouble-some 
over the next couple of days. All 
stops were pullked out to try and 
locate a new one. Finally, | managed 
to assemble the parts to make a 
complete new pipe. This was fitted 
and thank goodness sealed first time 
round! 

At this point the radiator was re- 
moved and taken back to All Dist- 
ricts, Roy resoldered it again and we 
re-installed it on the car. But the 
gremlins were about to strike again, 
the vibration caused the top tank to 
start leaking again. 

| gave Roy another call and he 
once again confirmed as first sus- 
pected the radiator was on its last 
legs!$$$% Roy didn’t have the equip- 
ment to rebuild it. So after making a 
few calls, one to Dick Donnely who | 
knew had experienced radiator 
problems with his Phantom, recom- 
mended Rons Radiators, Parramatta 
Rd., his client list reads like a 
““Who’s-Who”, anyway Ron said to 
take the offending radiator around, 
and he would have a look at it. The 
verdict was not what | wanted to 
hear. 

The other problem — we were 
getting very short of time, Ron agreed 
to try and do the impossible, build 
me a new radiator in two weeks. 

While this was in progress, | 
returned to the workshop to tackle 
the spare wheel mounting. As there 
seems to be no standard way of fixing 
it, | decided to follow as closely as 
possible, Peters description of the 
mounting on his Tourer, using a hub 
nut kindly supplied by him, this 
seems to work very well. 

Fabrication of the hood is next, a 
trip to Ron Ferguson, where | remem- 
bered seeing a roadster style hood 
when | bought the 20HP hood 12 
months earlier, so luckily enough it 
was still there! When we arrived 
home with our prize, and measured it 
up, 2 feet to be taken out of the length 
and 18” out of the wideth, and it 
should fit fine. 

We set about the job immediately. 

All moving joints were freed and 
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the whole thing de-nailed, on 
checking our measurements we 
started cutting and re-laminating the 
bows back together. 


End result — one super set of 
hood bows. 
Next job — the noise problem 


which we have tracked down to the 
short tail shaft between clutch and 
gear box which is moving back and 
forth too freely. 

Another call to Peter who once 
again had all the right answers. 
Remove the shaft, readjust for good 
measure the small valve which 
controls oil to the clutch bearings, 
then proceed to make 4 shims to fit 
under the 4 blocks inside the tail 
shaft. These apparently have to be 
quite tight in order to prevent the 
shaft from moving too freely bach 
and forth. 

With the shims in position and also 
with the addition of a small spring at 
the rear which helps to keep the 
tension, the shaft was refitted. 


After installation the shaft is now 
quite hard to move back and forth. 
While the radiator was being re- 
built we decided to have the seat 
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completed, we turned our attention 


upholstered and fit head rests which | 


happened to have from my old 
Cessna 182, main object is to make 
long trip as comfortable as possible. 
During the hectric trip back from 
the weigh bridge. | decided if it was 
possible, | would lower the steering 
so that | could see where | was going. 
It was with a great deal of trepidation 
that we tackled the job. First re- 
moving the bulk head bolts, then 
floor bolts and finally dropping off 
the pitman arm. Then slacken off the 
main bolt holding on the steering 
box. | could not believe it! My 
daughter Bridget had just arrived 
home from “Frensham” with a much 
improved vocabulary ### offered 
to help me! So she sat inside and kept 
a slight downward pressure on the 
steering wheel. While | slackened off 
the steering bolt a little more, like 
magic the box slid slowly down 
moving in what appeared to be a half 
moon adjustment, a quick check on 
the steering wheel height and we 
nipped up the steering box bolt and 
replaced the split pin. Next job is to 
make a 2” spacer block to keep the 
upper bracket off the firewall this 
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to the bottom mounting. | cut the 
tube off at the original joint — 
shortened it 1”, and rewelded it into 
position. It was then bolted back into 
the chassis. 

This was a great improvement in 
driving position. 

Bridget was to appear on several 
other occasions to help, before she 
left to visit friends in Adelaide, it was 
mentioned that as she had been of 
indispensable assistance it was to be 
expected that in return — her M.G. 
retoration would be next of course! | 
have the feeling that my restoration 
days are not over yet! 

(Bob and Wendy! Be warned those 
Frensham girls are very wily). 

On to the bonnett again, to retrim 
the edges and re-rivett both sides. 
The bonnett was then paint stripped 
ready to polish. 

By this time my back problem was 
really starting to become quite dif- 
ficult to live with. 

Susie went to pick up the new 
radiator from Roy who had worked 
right through Mother's Day to com- 
plete it. We gave him a well earned 
bottle of scotch. 

Now with the radiator in position 
we were ready to do some serious 
tuning. 


NEW SOUTH WALES: 

Wednesday 17th August, 1983 — 
The N.S.W. Branch 27th birthday 
party was held at the Eastwood 
Town Hall with the usual congenial- 
ity. On the same date the adjourned 
Extraordinary General Meeting 
adopted the 1983 Federal Constitu- 
tion. 


Sunday 21st August, 1983 — A 
pleasant picnic run was organised to 
the Annual Open Day held at the 
Hawkesbury Agricultural College 
near Windsor. Approximately 25 
Rolls-Royce cars attended with a 
similar number of vintage cars, of all 
makes, from the Vintage Motor 
Club. 


Sunday 23rd October, 1983 — 
The joint “Limousine Rally’ with 
Daimler Car Club. A pleasant motor- 
ing run and picnic day is envisaged, 
with emphasis on the larger 
limousine style vehicles. 


Wednesday 26th October, 1983 
— “Chinese Banquet’ night at Lui 
Rose Restaurant, Concord. 
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Peter McGrath kindly came over 
again and helped Alex to set up the 
magneto and distributor correctly. 
The old girl was starting to purr like a 
kitten. 

One more problem to solve, the 
generator is not charging, a call to 
John Miller who kindly offered to 
check out our wiring, half an hour 
and John had the problem solved. 
Part of the inbuilt circuit behind the 
dash panel was missing, a small 
copper bridge was made and ‘Hey- 
Presto’ it worked! 


BRANCH NOTES 


Wednesday 16th November, 
1983 — Monthly meeting Eastwood 
Town Hall. 

Sunday 20th November, 1983 — 
Annual Concours d’Elegance at 
Vaucluse House. 

Saturday 10th December, 1983 — 
Annual Dinner to be held at Curzon 
Hall, Eastwood. 


PROPOSED ACT BRANCH 


In early August eighteen from our 
embryo Branch travelled to Bina- 
long in NSW, about an hour and a 
halfs drive from Canberra, for lunch. 
Interestingly, not one Rolls-Royce 
was in evidence that day, the entire 
contingent travelling in Bentley's. 
This too was a truly excellent day, 
the weather and food was terrific, 
the members mixed well (as they 
always do) and everyone enjoyed 
the leisurely drive in the sunshine. 

Our calendar for the final quarter 
of the year is quite full with three 
events planned for October, a 
weekend away in November and no 


At last, again ready for registration. 
Then over to the motor trimmer for 
the tonneau and hood. But the 
dreaded back hit with a vengeance 
and this is why I’m writing my story 
on the Flat of my back 10 days before 
the Federal Rally, with the car ready, 
but not the driver. 

So as | said before, the best laid 
plan of mice — etc. — 

‘Happy 1983 Rally!’ 


John Carter alias (Bear) 


doubt there will be the customary 
Christmas Party in December. 


On a broader and final note, it is 
with some delight that we have been 
informally advised that the new 
Constitution has been passed with- 
out amendment by most Branches 
now. Everyone will be aware that 
we cannot officially exist until all 
Branches have ratified the amended 
Document and we sincerely trust 
that any misgivings will be shortly 
resolved to enable our Branch to 
attain its sense of permanency. 


QUEENSLAND: 
Sunday, 16th October — ‘’Con- 
cours d'Elegance’ — starting 1.30 


p.m. with a family B.B.Q. starting 
approx. 5 p.m. 

Monday, 7th November — Meet- 
ing to keep you up to date with your 
Club then a “Wine Option” orga- 
nized by Joy Brannelly. Afterwards 
we supply cheese and crackers to 
have with your coffee. 

Saturday, 26th November — 
Christmas Party and Dinner Dance 


at the Rooftop Restaurant, Ridge 
Motor Inn. Fine food, congenial 
company with fellow club members. 


Monday, 5th December — Last 
general meeting for '83. This will be 
an open evening where we will 
discuss the opinions etc. of mem- 
bers, their suggestions, etc. to con- 
tinue interest and friendship in our 
Club. 

Sunday, ? January — “Virgin's 
Breakfast” (date to be advised). Vin- 
tage Car Club’s Annual Virgin's 
Breakfast watch the sunrise! Bring 
your breakfast and Champers. 


Monday, 6th February — We 
know you will enjoy this evening, a 
Film Evening, where we will be 
showing a video of the 1982 Federal 
Concours held here in Queensland. 
Also “The R.R. 75th Anniversary 
Film’. Bring a friend — let him see 
nice machinery — maybe he might 
like to become an Associate 
Member. 


VICTORIA: 


July and August has proved to be 
no exception from the rest of the 
year in that the Victoria Branch has 
enjoyed a fine turnout of Members 
and cars to excellent venues. On 
Sunday, July 24, We were treated to 
a guided tour of the Victoria Polic 
Academy after enjoying a picnic 
lunch at Jells Park in the Melbourne 
suburb of Glen Waverley. 

The Academy, was formerly 
known as the Corpus Christi 
Monastry, but due to the enormous 
cost of upkeep, it was sold to the 
Government and used as a training 
Academy for the Police Force. 

The enormous chapel measures 
46 metres in length, 18 metres wide 
and is 19.4 metres in internal height. 
The modern but tasteful stained 
glass windows were designed by a 
Sydneysider by the name of Stephen 
Moor. Although it was completed in 
1960, it looks considerably older 
and an Inter-Church service wasn’t 
held there until 1974. Each pair of 
windows in the Chapel represents a 
parallel between the Old and the 
New Testaments. The main cross 
above the Altar which measures 
2.74 metres by 1.5 metres was made 
from Queensland Maple by a 
serving policeman, Senior Sergeant 
Lieschke. 

A young police cadet guided us 
through the halls and showed us 
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various artifacts of police history 
including Ned Kelly’s brother Dan’s 
suit of armour and various weapons 
used by and against the police. 
Other items of interest there were 
the gymnasium, swimming pool and 
firing range. 

Another religious establishment 
was visited in the month of August. 
This time, it was a joint outing with 
the Jaguar Car Club to the Salesian 
College at  “Ruperswood’ — in 
Sunbury. The mansion and the 
massive estate once belonged to an 
aristocrat by the name of Sir Rupert 
Clark. It is now a boarding school 
that is a seat of learning for over 700 
pupils. At the back of the old 
mansion, is a modern wing to cater 
for a large number of pupils 
including dormitories and 
schoolrooms. Upon entering the 
estate, the first building is the 
gatehouse; the main building is 
concealed from the road by a long 
driveway and a number of trees. A 
gentle pace was necessary as you 
drove down the driveway, as there 
were a number of speed traps 
installed; This gave members ample 
opportunity to enjoy the splendour 
of the grounds and lake as they 
approached the picnic area. The 
outing was well attended by the 
Jaguar Car Club and the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club combined, and after 
enjoying a picnic lunch, we took an 
unguided tour of the Chapel and 
buildings. Good fortune prevailed at 
both outings in the form of 
exceptional weather ensuring that a 
good time was had by all. 


Coming events are: 


October 8, 9 10th — Weekend 
trip to Kangaroo Island 

December 4th — 
Picnic 

February 19th — Early morning 
run to Benelan Winery 

May 19th — Social function 

July 9th — Annual General 
Meeting & Formal Dinner 


Christmas 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 


Firstly | would like to congratulate 
our new Federal Secretary on the 
ideas that he has incorporated in 
Praeclarum. The ‘Market Place”, 
run along the lines of the American 
Club, | think will be a great success. 

The West Australian branch had 
14 members and one guest at the 
Federal Rally at Berri. Elsewhere in 
Praeclarum | have given my brief 


experiences on railing the Bentley 
4's litre to and from Port Pirie. 


Matt and Shirley Smith held the 
President’s dinner at the Sheraton 
Hotel on Saturday 25th June, 1983. 
There was a record attendance of 
about 80 people and was enjoyed 
by everyone. It was also our pre- 
sentation night and our octogener- 
aian Club poet, Norm Cunningham, 
accepted a token of the Club’s 
appreciation of his many services 
over the years. This might spur him 
on to wash his car some year soon! 


Our Annual General Meeting was 
a luncheon meeting at Luis’ Res- 
taurant in that other eating house of 
Vice-President Lewis Riches. 

The first outing for the New Year 
was a Car trial organised by our new 
Rally Marshall John Hall, with a little 
behind-the-scenes help from wife 
Shirley | suspect. This was held on 
Sunday 28th August, 1983 to the 
country town of Gingin. There were 
15 cars, some 50 people and lots of 
rain! Some of the ladies served 
Devonshire teas at $1.00 per head 
29in an effort “to raise funds in 
readiness for our 1985 West 
Australian Federal Rally’’!! 


Would Branch Secretaries please 
forward to the Federal Secretary by 
1st November, 1983 for inclusion in 
the December issue of Praeclarum, a 
report on the Branch’s activities 
during the then immediately reced- 
ing two months as well as a calendar 
of the intended events for the ensur- 
ing few months. 


NEW ZEALAND ROLLS-ROYCE & 
BENTLEY CLUB INC. 


The New Zealand Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley Club (Inc.) advises that it is 
holding its Annual Rally at Auck- 
land, N.Z. on the weekend of 3rd to 
6th February, 1984. 


Anyone who is able to attend 
should contact either of the 
undersigned:- 

Mike MacDonald 2/3 Murdoch 

Street, Otahuhu, Auckland. War- 

wick Jessop 49A South Lynn 

Road, Titivang, Auckland Tel. 816 

6659 (h) 678 173 (w) 

We are advised that a full 
weekend program has been 


arranged and cars should range from 
1905 to 1981. 


ROLLS-ROYCE 
OWNERS* CLUB 


A descriptive advertisement of reasonably length 
is free to those members who do not regularly deal 
in the selling or servicing of Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars or equipment. Others are charged 
$15.00 per advertisement (less for multiple adver- 
tisements). 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from any 
person. Photographs should be clear black and 


white or colour prints. Please send a duplicate print 


as return cannot be guaranteed. 
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MARKET PLACE 


Cheques should be made payable to R.R.O.C. 
and must accompany advertisement. 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 


Classified advertisements should be factual and 
truthful. Persons found misrepresenting cars, parts 
or services will be denied further advertising. 
Those advertisements relating to cars for sale must 
specify chassis number and price. All classified ads 
will be edited and may be condensed and may be 
rejected without explanation or discussion. Facts 
and data for each advertisement should be typed or 
handwritten clearly on letter size white paper and 
forwarded to Keith Wherry, 105A Clarence 
Street, Sydney 2000 


Deadlines are Ist July (August issue), Ist September (October issue), Ist November (December issue), Ist January 
(February issue), Ist March (April issue), Ist May (June issue), although late advertisements may sometimes be able to be 
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1913 Silver Ghost Chassis No 2617 “The Hordern 
Ghost’ — one of th world’s finest 40/50 H.P. 
chassis. Mint condition. Roi-de-Belges style body 
All tools, handbook and parts catalogue. Frequent 
concours winner. perfect throughout. $2000,000 
David jones (03) 241 5683AH, 522 5555BH 


1934 Bentley 31% litre (B72BN) Vanden Plas 2dr 
open tourer, white with red interior. Completely 
restored and in mint condition throughout. $60,000 
Kerry Manolas (02) 327 6155, 327 7664 


1954 Silver Dawn (STH 27) Standard Steel Saloon. 
Very good condition $21,000. zphilip Htsny 
2)03) 568 3005, 544 0504 


1959 Silver Cloud | (SKG 57) Colour-two tone green. 

128,000 miles. Excellent running order $20,000 S. 

Charter (02) 92 0942 
meen 


1960 Silver Cloud Il (SVB 403) Reg. No RR 2128, 
black with gold pinstripe and tan leather. Excellent 
condition. Reg. August 84. $24,500. Bruce R. Ross 
(02) 84 1239, 340 Pennant Hills Rd, Pennant Hills 
2120. 


accepted. 


1970 Bentley T-type (SBH 8650). Sheel grey over 
Tudor grey with red leather interior. 64,000 miles. 
Three owners with full York Motors service history. 
ideal concours or rally car. Immaculate $39,000. 
York Motors (Sales) Pty Ltd 101 William St Sycney 
(02) 331 3333 


1971 Silver Shadow (LRH 11532) LWB. Astrakan 
with beige interior. 76,000 miles. Two owners with 
full York Motors history. $39,900 and offered with a 
full warranty, Contact Paul Whitmarsh, York Motors 
(Sales) Pty Ltd 101 William St Sydney 
(02) 331 333. 


1967 Bentley T-Type (SBH 2099) Silver grey with 
red leather $26,000 ono John Adams (02) 371 8558 


1958 Silver Cloud | (SGE 216) Reg No RR2005 in 
excellent condition, new tyres, good two tone grey 
paint, long rego, a most reliable car, power steering, 
body work very good, a straight car can be used as 
an every day car $22,000 ono, Ted Beadman 
(066) 423450 after 7pm. 


Silver Cloud | (SFE 341), new paint and leather, 
burgundy with cream interior, very clean $22,950. 
John Thompson (02) 411 5888. 


Gold plated Flying Lady, complete with base, suit 
Shadow 1. Also chrome plated spotlight suit SSi ar 
SSii. Also bonnet, boot lid and L/H front guard for 
Cloud tl. G.B. Auto Supplies Pty Ltd 7 Production 
Ave Koogarah (02) 588 5477 


ROLLS) 


Rolls-Royce. 


We have the largest selection of quality 
pre-owned Rolls-Royce cars in Australia. 
All cars are warranted mechanically. 


ES, 


I 


Contact: 

P. WHITMARSH BILL HIRST 

YORK MOTORS U.K. MOTORS 
101-111 William St. Bowen Bridge Road 
SYDNEY 2000 BRISBANE 4000 


Tel: (02) 3313333 Tel: (07) 52 0101 


Sole Rolls-Royce & Bentley distributors for 
NSW & QLD. 


PARTS WANTED 


Toolkit, complete for Silver Cloud |. Andrew Ralph 
(03) 288 8395 


Toolkit for 20HP David Turner 21 Kooyong Rd, 
Armadale Vic 3142 


Handbook for $1/Cloud |. Will exchange for Mk VI 
handbook in perfect condition Robert Penn Bradley 
(062) 81 5479 


Handbook/instruction Manual for Mk VI/Silver 
Dawn. Wil exchange for prewar RR/Bentley service 
instruction manual Derek Rice (03) 428 1652BH, 
211 2156AH 


STOLEN Three ‘Kneeling Lady’ mascots. Informa- 
tion leading to recovery would be gratefully re- 
ceived. Philip Grant (03) 568 3005, or 544 0504 


For 1915 SG 11BD. Gear Box, air pump, air relief 
valve, air gauge, trembler coil in box, complete high 
speed oiling system, wheels 20” or 21” flat base, 
hub tools, pre-WWI 4 spd gear box, front mount 
bracket for JG.B. for 2OHP, 2 rear shocks. Have 
some P1 parts and SG mascot for exchange only. 
Stan Nash PO Box 117 Pennant Hills 2120 
(02) 525 6457 


Phantom || water pump end cover or complete 
pump. Two 20” well based wheels or firm who can 
roll new rims, any RR tools including chassis oil gun 
Tony Ward (02) 451 9697 


Rear section and dumbirons of veteran or vintage 
Silver Ghost chassis. Complete frame would be 
preferable. For 1910 40/50, axle half shafts (C1172/ 
73), radius rods (398/398a) and end fittings, steering 
cross tube (C445), drag link (F56), carby silencer 
(U1352), carby air pipe, CAV dynama type G or E, 
mudguard socket bracket (W905), Elliott twin head 
speedometer, CAV limousine interior corner lamps 
CAv switchboard. 895 x 135 wheel rims (1 or more), 
Anything will assist. All leters answered lan Irwin 25 
Palmer St Garran ACT 2605 (062) 816925 


For 1926 P1, instruments (oil, water, amps, speedo), 
two front guards, one 21" wheel rim, pairs of head 
and side lights | Grattan-Caine (071) 946 134 


For 1947 Mk VI Bentley, urgent, rear window 
(heated or unheated), parking light lenses. Phone 
reverse charge anytime Graham Mackay 
(07) 345 2046 


SERVICES 


Insurance. Clasic Car Insurance Pty Ltd, Specialists 
in vintage, veteran, classic and modern exotic car 
insurance. Competitive rates. Clive Sanderson 
(02) 411 4788 


Bruce R. Ross Pty. Limited, 340 Pennant Hills Road, 
Pennant Hills, 2120. Rolls-Royce & Bentley spare 
parts and service. Including mechanical and coach 
work restorations and body repairs. Extensive range 
of spare parts for all models including hard-to-get 
parts. Further particulars please contact Bruce Ross 
(02) 84 1239 or 84 1253. Telex AA24158 


ERRATA -- REBUILDING THE TWENTY H.P. ENGINE 
by Lee Haacker, M.D. 


Pg. 790 Col. 2, Under Rocker Assembly - Line 6, 7 and 10: 
Read “seven” for “six” 


Pg. 808 — The following paragraphs were omitted between 
the end of Part | and the first paragraph Part Il 


EXHAUST SYSTEM: 

The joint between the exhaust manifold and the down 
pipe has a locking device, which when removed will allow 
the serrated nut to be attacked with the proper “C” span- 
ner (not a hammer and a screwadriver). It is right handed. 
Removal of the locking plate will present considerable dif- 
ficulty since the screws will doubtlessly be rusted firmly. 
Anoint liberally and frequently with CRC, or similar pene- 
trating oil. Save some for the serrated nut since this, too, 
will probably be fast. A good replacement gasket for this 
joint may be found at the local Chevrolet dealer in the 
form of an asbestos exhaust gasket for the pre-1961 Cor- 
vair and costs only a few pennies. Get a few and remember 
to use a “never seize” compound when re-attaching later. 


OFF WITH THE HEAD: 

Before lifting the head, several items must be removed 
or released. It will be necessary to remove the fan, horn 
and the Autovac. The horn will just get in the way and the 
Autovac and its line will need to be disassembled and 
cleaned anyway. Remove the throttle return spring brack- 
et from the off side of the head where it mounts on one of 
the small core plugs. Start loosening the head nuts in the 
usual pattern, trying to release tension evenly. Attempt to 
sense and measure the torque present at each nut. Pur- 
chase a good, readable (?) torque wrench since it will be 
needed throughout the operation. Strangely enough, 
Rolls-Royce recommends in the Service Sheets that it 
prefers the “feel” of an old fitter, considering it more accu- 
rate and reliable than a torque wrench. Torque figures are 
added as an afterthought. This, of course, is nonsense 
and is probably a hangover from the days of Mr. Royce. It 
is known that fatigus, alone, can vary the touch and force 
used by any skilled craftsman and that there is no practi- 
cal substitute for a torque wrench...especially for novices 
(and for C.A.A. certified aircraft mechanics as well.) 

The head nuts on this engine loosened in an unbeliev- 
ably random pattern varying in torque from 25 ft-lbs. to 
finger-tight (with no head warpage!). Be sure that the tem- 
perature gauge and oil lines are safely out of the way be- 
fore lifting the head. Leaving the manifolds attached will 
add some weight but will provide “handles” for lifting. 

Remove and separate the manifolds, handling these 
nuss and studs very carefully since they tend to be tight 
and brittle. It is best to thoroughly anoint them daily fora 
week or so with CRC before taking them on. Even so, sev- 
eral studs will probably break and will need to be replac- 
ed. Replace them all since additional ones will break on 
reassembly. Check the exhaust manifold for minute 
cracks (this one hid a crack extending 300 degrees of the 
circumference.) 

Pg. 810 Col. 2 Under Dissection of the Remains — Line 8 
should read: the starting handle. Not as printed, delete 
the entire line. 

Pg. 812 The following paragraph should follow the last 
sentence: 
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Lee Haacker has kindly written to 
us pointing out that an errata to his 
splendid article on the 20 HP engine 
was published in the Flying Lady 
some two years after the original 
was printed. We reprint it here so 
that 20 HP engine rebuilders can 
annotate their article accordingly. 


In doing so we would like to take 
this opportunity of thanking Lee 
Haacker for his article and for his 
interest in ensuring that we pro- 
duced an accurate record. 


Check the new brake blocks for freedom of movement 
in their channels. There should be a few thousandths play 
since expansion of the brake blocks may occur with heat- 
ing and oiling when in operation. Once “frozen,” no 
dampening will occur. Be sure that the surfaces of the 
cover plates and their mating surfaces are true or oil leak- 
ing may occur. Similarly, the mating surfaces of the timing 
case cover with the upper and lower half crankcase will 
have to be examined and made true. If warping has occur- 
ed, considerable oil may be lost if the fit is less than exact. 
The bearing cover assembly may have to be removed 
prior to refitting the timing case cover. This cap can be ex- 
tracted, after removing the retaining nuts, by using 2 BA 
screws, threaded into the places provided. The cap willbe 
pushed out in the process. On replacing, remember that 
the oil drain slot belongs on the bottom to allow oil to re- 
enter the timing case cover by gravity. Remember to use 
paper gaskets. 

Pg. 821 (May '75) Col. 2, Paragraph 2, Line 4, to follow 
“removed”. 

Each is marked by number and the letter “W" is marked 
on the near side of each bearing component. 

Pg. 823 Col. 1, Paragraph 3 under valve specifications the 
following correction: valve stem (intake and exhaust) 
diameter, 0.309” + or — 0.000 - 0.001”. 

Col. 1, Paragraph 4, Line 14 - Should read: “Under no cir- 
cumstances attempt to fit new (valve) seats since 
none were present originally and since the casting 
may be inadequate in depth to accept them. 

Pg. 841 (July '75) Col. 2, Paragraph 1 under IGNITION 
TIMING, line 8: read slightly /ess instead of slightly more. 


Pg. 842 Col. 2 Under THE MAGNETO, Paragraph 2 line 14 
read the following correction:... “turn the magneto shaft 
slowly in its normal direction of travel (clockwise, as one 
looks at it from the front of the engine). At the point of meter 
deflection, carefully engage the magneto into the drive 
shaft...” 

Pg. 842 Col. 2 next to last line, correct as follows: “Since 
there are 36 teeth in the coupling, each tooth is equivalent to 
710 degrees on the flywheel.” 


FOR 20 HP ROLLS-ROYCE -- REAR OIL SEAL ADAPTATION NOTE: 


Mounting plates (2 req'd.) to accept neoprene 
oil seals (rear) from Chevrolet 427 cu.in. engine. 


3.107" (B) 
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Drawing shows one of two equal “half 


plates" to replace slightly unequal original 


plates, where the height of the lower half 
was about .10'' more than that of the upper 


half (''B'' dimension). 


A 


DRILL HOLES TO MATCH 
EXISTING SIZE AND 


LOCATIONS 


eS ZB VD 


+ 
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3.127" D 
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NOT TO SCALE 


The drawing above shows details of the seal retaining ring pictured in Fig. 60, pg. 839. 


BOOK REVIEW 


“The Story of the Black Beauty” by 
Robert A. Davies. 

205 pages. Carlton Press Inc., New 
York. 

US$10.00/£6.95 


Not to be confused with Anna 
Sewell’s classic horse tale, this book 
is about horsepower of a different 
sort, specifically a 1934 Rolls-Royce 
Phantom II Continental belonging to 
the author. Dubbed ‘Black Beauty’ 
by its Californian owner, the subject 
of the book is a very attractive 
drophead coupé, bodied by the 
Carlton Carriage Company, bearing 
chassis number 127 RY. 

In a light-hearted but nevertheless 
fascinating account, Mr Davies tells 
how he acquired the P.Il in 1964, 
then progressed through the restora- 
tion process with its attendant heart- 
breaks of trial and error (more error 
than trial, apparently), until ‘Black 
Beauty’ was transformed from a tired 


nag into a Concours-winning thor- 
oughbred. The story continues of the 
enduring ‘love affair’ between Mr 
Davies and his Rolls-Royce, and of 
the car's numerous appearances at 
rallies and meets both in the U.S.A. 
and elsewhere. In 1977 the car was 
shipped from San Francisco to the 
U.K. where it participated in the 
now-famous RREC-organised Silver 
Jubliee tribute to H.M. the Queen. 
Shortly afterwards Robert Davies, 
wife Milly and ‘Black Beauty’ cros- 
sed the Channel ‘en route’ to Le 
Canadel and the Monaco Grand 
Prix, two highlights of a leisurely 
Continental tour. 


A nice touch of humour pervades 
Mr Davies’ writings — | particularly 
liked the dedication: “... to my 
wife, Milly, who during the period of 
restoration almost became a phan- 
tom too’! More examples of his wit 
are found in the concluding chapters 
where the author offers some du- 
bious, tongue-in-cheek advice to 
would-be concours winners. For in- 
stance, the following is suggested to 


deter judges from crawling under- 
neath one’s car: ‘’Park over a bare 
dirt spot; and just before judging, 
throw a few buckets of water under 
the car. It will dampen their enthu- 
siasm and will discourage a_thor- 
ough look-see’’! 


The book is lavishly illustrated 
with good black-and-white photo- 
graphs, and some not-so-good re- 
productions of various items such as 
the car’s chassis card, original bill of 
sale (to Lord Chief Justice of Eng- 
land, the Hon. Hubert L. Parker) and 
American magazine articles about 
‘Black Beauty’. 


Although scarcely one of the more 
serious works in the Rolls-Royce 
bibliography — in fairness to the 
author, this was obviously not his 
intention — ‘‘The story of the Black 
Beauty”” is a refreshingly readable 
book sure to be enjoyed by Rolls- 
Royce enthusiasts everywhere. 


ROGER THIEDEMAN 
(Victoria Branch) 
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; 
VIEWPOINT 


On Magdaten 
Bridge, 
Oxford. 


The Fascination of Driving at a Speed Set by a 
Centrifugal Governor 


A well-known motorist of our 
acquaintance was once heard to 
state that among automobiles there 
were Rolls-Royces and motorcars. 
He implied in so many words that 
the Rolls-Royce stands absolutely 
aloof and distinct. 

This may be a very bold statement 
to make, but there is absolutely no 
getting away from the fact that there 
is a certain glamour surrounding the 
Rolls-Royce that makes it in several 
respects entirely different from, and 
superior to, the majority of other cars, 
no matter what their size, price or 
nationality may be. 

The name ‘‘Rolls-Royce’’ is today 
accepted and used the whole world 
over as a synonym for excellence, 
and not without reason. The Rolls- 
Royce is not the fastest car in the 
world, it is not the most expensive, 
and it does not differ fundamentally 
in design from the average run of 
high-class automobiles; yet its 
behaviour on the road has a dis- 
tinction quite its own, which is very 
soon apparent to the driver. 


The really enthusiastic motorist 
and the true connoisseur of cars is 
always an owner-driver. He is the 
man of fine distinctions, capable of 
keen discrimination, and with a 
view, therefore, to discovering 
exactly in what ways the Rolls-Royce 
makes a particular appeal to the 
appreciative owner, we recently took 
over a standard model four-seater for 
a weekend test, treating it in every 
way as though it were privately 
owned and driven. 


Undoubtedly the outstanding 
feature of the car is its smoothness 
and silence. The suspension is truly 
wonderful. At 35 miles an hour over 
a stretch of really very badly cut-up 
and cobbled road surface it is 
impossible to feel the bumps in any 
way. On ordinary main roads, at 
upwards of 50 m.p.h., the car does 
not seem actually to be touching the 
ground at all. Rather it gives the 
impression of a low-flying aeroplane, 
skimming along a few feet from the 
road surface, and the beautiful 
quality of the steering enhances this 
impression, giving the same 
smoothly responsive feel to the 
steering wheel as one obtains on the 
rudder-bar of a well-rigged 
aeroplane. 

There is sheer joy in handling such 
a car, and it makes one realise that 
the Rolls-Royce is not merely a 
production which sets the fashion in 
the automobile world, but that it is 
also. one of the most highly 
developed pieces of mechanism 
extant today, no matter what field of 
engineering may be considered. 


Unique Engine Control 


Actually, the engine control of the 
Rolls-Royce is unique, for, instead of 
the accelerator pedal acting direct on 
the throttle of the carburettor, it 
works in conjunction with a cent- 
rifugal governor, which is, in turn, 
balanced by the suction on the barrel 
type throttle itself. 

This system may sound very 
complicated, but in actual practice it 


is extremely simple. The effect of the 
device is that the speed of the engine, 
independent of its load, can be set at 
will by the driver merely be altering 
the level on the steering column, 
which is situated in the usual 
position occupied by the throttle 
lever. 

Rolls-Royce engine a most remark- 
able elasticity, which is a great deal 
more than the usual flexibility of 
other engines. For instances, set the 
governor control so that the engine is 
turning over at what would be the 
equivalent of a car speed of 20 miles 
an hour. Engage top gear. Without 
touching any other control, let the 
clutch come back slowly, and the car 
glides away, the engine increasing in 
power output automatically as it 
takes up the load. 


If the cut-out, which is a standard 
feature on every Rolls-Royce chassis, 
is Open, one can hear the exhaust 
beats becoming just perceptibly 
louder and louder as the throttle 
opens in response to the slight 
decrease in revolution caused by the 
engagement of the clutch, but that is 
all. The whole process is automatic 
and almost uncanny. The car reaches 
20 miles an hour, and maintains that 
speed up hill and down dale, the 
throttle opening always varying in 
exact proportion to the load on the 
engine, so that the same pace is 
maintained. To stop the car the 
clutch is put out and the brake 
applied. The engine does not race, 
but solemnly ticks over at the same 
speed. 


The top-gear pick-up and accel- 
eration of the Rolls-Royce is a great 
deal smoother than the intermediate 
gear acceleration of several other 
high-priced cars, and this charact- 
eristic alone makes the Rolls a most 
fascinating car to handle, for the 
simple reason that it eliminates the 
uncertain co-ordination of human 
feet on the controls and repolaces it 
by a delicately sensitive, yet wholly 
reliable and very _ ingeniously 
devised, piece of mechanism. 

Of course, one can drive a Rolls on 
the foot accelerator just as one does 
any other car; and, indeed, the way 
to drive the Rolls-Royce is to use the 
hand governor for speeds up to 20 
m.p.h., afterwards using the accel- 
erator in the ordinary manner. 

The wonderful surge of power that 
comes from the engine, and makes 
the car sweep forward as though it 
were caught on the crest of a wave, is 
another characteristic of the Rolls- 
Royce that makes it still more 
attractive. There is no getting away 
from the fact that there is something 
about the performance of this new 
Rolls-Royce engine (with _ its 
aluminium pistons) when it is given 
its head that entirely differs from any 
other experience. Its acceleration is 
most certainly not fierce, but it is 
positive, and, what is more, it is as 
positive above 60 m.p.h. as it is at 
speeds below that figure. 


A Top-gear Car 


During our 300 miles of perfect 
motoring we found the Rolls-Royce 
to be a wholly top-gear touring car, 
even when faced with a mile-long 
gradient culminating in a slope of 1 
in 9, which was breasted at a speed of 
24 m.p.h. The average speed 
attainable is only limited by the road, 
but we found that we could very 
comfortably reckon on covering 35 
miles in each hour, and run dead true 
to schedule. The maximum speed 
was 74 m.p.h. by speedometer, at 
which pace the car is just as easy to 
control as it is at 45 miles an hour, 
and it is only the rush of air that gives 
any indication that the car is 
travelling at a higher rate of speed. 

Fuel consumption, as measured by 
ordinary methods, worked out at 11 
miles per gallon, when an average 
speed of 35 m.p.h. was maintained. 

It is interesting to note that a 
thermostat controlling the water- 
circulation system is now a standard 
feature on all Rolls-Royce chassis, 
and, once under way, the therm- 
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UNDER THE BONNET OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE, SHOWING THE OFF SIDE OF THE ENGINE, THE CYLINDERS 

OF WHICH ARE IN TWO PAIRS OF THREE, FAN DRIVE, BATTERY IGNITION SYSTEM (A MAGNETO 18 

MOUNTED ON THE NEAR SIDE), WATER-JACKETED CARBURETTER, THERMOSTAT, OIL-FILLER AND 
ELECTRIC HORN. NOTE ALSO THE BONNET PADLOCK. 


ometer on the dash remained 
practically constant. 

The new priming device is also a 
boon to the private owner. One turns 
the tap on the dash, gives a couple of 
strokes of the air pump, turns off the 
priming tap, and the engine gets 
away without fuss or splutter almost 
immediately the button of the dead- 
silent electric starting motor is 
depressed. 

When warm, the engine will start 
direct on the battery in_ that 
fascinating manner which has been 
associated with Rolls-Royce engines 
for some years past, although, in 
point of fact, the low-tension buzzer 
coil has now been replaced by a 
more compact single-spark type of 
transformer, both battery and 
magneto ignition being fitted. 

There is of course, only one way in 
which to judge the quality of a car, 
and that is on the basis of value for 
money. A cyclecar costing £100 may 
be entirely unsatisfactory, but a really 
high-grade production for which 
£2,000 is paid may be very good 
value at the price. The latter is the 
case so far as the Rolls-Royce is 
concerned. 

It is almost unnecessary to dwell 
on the longevity of these cars, for one 
has only to observe the roads to see 
the number of 1908 and even earlier 
Rolls-Royces which are still giving 
absolute satisfaction today, and 
likely to do so for some considerable 
time to come. 

From the viewpoint of the owner- 
driver who really appreciates quality 
and performance, there is no doubt 
that the Rolls-Royce holds out a 
multitude of attractions which more 


than counterbalance the moderately 
high price which one has to pay for 
the chassis. When we say that the 
Rolls-Royce today is very definitely 
an improvement on anything that has 
hitherto been turned out from the 
factory at Derby, we have given the 
car the highest praise possible, and 
further eulogy would, in the circum- 
stances, be superfluous. 


CHASSIS NUMBER MYSTERY UN- 
RAVELLED 


What does the following mean to 
you — CAZSOOOO0ACXO0000. 


Member Robert Penn-Bradly, 
President elect of the proposed 
A.C.T. branch, has discovered “the 
key’”’ to the chassis numbers affixed 
to the latest Silver Spirit, Silver Spur 
and Mulsanne cars. 


C — World Manufacture Title 
A — Rolls-Royce (or B-Bentley) 
Z — Line of Manufacture 
S — Short wheel base (L — long, N 
— Long with no division) 
0) 
0) 
0) USA Code numbers only 
0) 
A — Year of manufacture (A—1980, 
B—1981 etc) 
C — Plant of manufacture (C— 
Crewe) 
X — Left hand drive (H-right hand 
drive) 
0) 


QO) Cars own serial number (by 
1982 car serial number 4807 
had reached Australia) 
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